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Road Safety in Europe

Major societal issue.

Affects all of the territory of the European Union.

In 2009, more than 35,000 people died on the
roads of the European Union ( i.e. the equivalent
of a medium town).

For every death on Europe's roads there are:
Â estimated 4 permanently disabling injuries

Â 10 serious injuries

Â 40 minor injuries.

Estimated economic cost to society : 130 Billion
Euro a year.
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Road Safety Action Programme 

2001-2010

Strong catalyst for EU and national efforts to
improve road safety.

Ambitious target set in 2001 to halve the number
of fatalities by 2010 has not been completely
met, but

Significant progress has been made:
Â number of fatalities expected to fall by more than 40%

(compared to a 25% drop in the preceding decade).

Â brought down the average level of road deaths per
one million inhabitants from 113 in 2001 to 69 in 2009
for all current 27 Member States.
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Europeans call for more action!

Survey, part of the Commission's ongoing campaign to
halve the number of fatalities on Europe's roads.

According to results published by EC in July 2010:
Â 9 out of 10 Europeans (94%) considered driving under the

influence of alcohol to be the most significant road safety
problem.

Â 8 out of 10 (78%) called speeding a major safety problem.

Â 52% said Member States should focus on improving road
infrastructure as a first or second priority

Â 42% said the same for improving the enforcement of traffic laws

Â 36% for dealing equally forcefully with resident and foreign traffic
offenders.


