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INTELLIGENT TRANSPORT SYSTEMS

IN THE FIELD OF ROAD TRANSPORT



ASECAP FULL MEMBERS Companies Km

Austria

ASFINAG

Autobahnen- und Schnellstraßen-

Finanzierungs-Aktiengesellschaft

3 2.135,6

Croatia

HUKA

Hrvatska Udruga Koncesionara za Autoceste s

naplatom cestarine

4 1.240,7

Denmark SUND & BAELT Holding A/S 2 34

Spain

ASETA

Asociación de Sociedades Españolas

Concesionarias de Autopistas, Túneles, Puentes

y Vías de Peaje

35 3.362,20

France

ASFA

Association professionnelle des Sociétés

Françaises concessionnaires ou exploitantes

d’Autoroutes et d’ouvrages routiers

18 8.627,9

Greece
TEO

Fonds Routier National Hellénique
7 916,5

Hungary
AKA

Alföld Koncessziós Autópálya Zrt.
3 912

Ireland
ITIA

Irish Tolling Industry Association
9 219

Italy

AISCAT

Associazione Italiana Società Concessionarie

Autostrade e Trafori

24 5.724,4







FOREWORDS

Intelligent Transport Systems Program in EU:

In EU there are changing patterns resulting from the different national realities in

European States. To provide a seamless and efficient road transportation system,

connected to all the modes of transport it is important to ensure that roadway

characteristics, telecommunications and information technologies are appropriately

constructed and managed for the needs of the current and anticipated fleet of heavy and

private vehicles in Europe.

An ITS framework both, research and deployment oriented, is necessary. Such a

framework must address ITS as advanced applications aiming to provide innovative

services relating to road management and enable cooperative systems to produce an

holistic ITS product at a quality and at a cost that the end users will accept to buy thus

making more coordinated, greener, smarter and safer use of the transport networks.



AS AN INTRODUCTION

ITS is based on cooperation and partnerships. Nobody in the modern era is against

‘partnership’ per se, but in the ITS value chain not all the stakeholders understand it in a

homogenous way, putting thus at stake the EU policy objective of improving European

competitiveness while balancing industry expectations with societal needs.

Public authorities are now interested in complementing European legislation and

policies by references to ITS standards and procedures, supporting private sector

research activities and promoting, when needed, an effective partnership between the

private and public sectors.

ITS has always been a turbulent world with fast-changing technologies and conflicting

interpretations of terms and acronyms which create a glass wall that in the past decades

served to divide high-level managers, politicians and ITS experts. ITS was first analyzed

at local and regional levels, and the research was basically focused in schemes of cross

border cooperation. ASECAP members have been strong partners of the Euro-regional

projects (ARTS, CENTRICO, CORVETTE, SERTI, STREETWISE, VIKING and later CONNECT

and ITHACA) since the very beginning.

ITS is not just theories and ideas. At its core, the ITS and transport management

business need to align what the transport domain really needs with what ITS providers

and enablers can understand and build, having of course in mind what society can

afford. Both sectors industry and policy makers recognized that a strengthening of

regional schemes towards a pan European cooperation had to be a priority



MAIN ITS POLICY AREAS

The main objective for the European Commission’s ITS initiatives is to move from a

fragmented uncoordinated ITS policy in the different EU regions and to promote

common services as a means to increase common understanding, cooperation and

interoperability between stakeholders, services and applications besides serving already

as a basis for cooperative systems development throughout Europe.

ASECAP and its members have actively participated in the different Euro-regional

projects and have permanently supported the need for a coordinated ITS action plan of

pan-European dimension underlining that such an action, having an interoperable

tolling/charging technology incorporated, would strengthen the efficiency of the road

networks, increase safety and generally improve the level of road service provided.

Initiatives within EASYWAY, E-safety, e-call, secure parking, ELSA, Intelligent

Infrastructure Cooperative Systems are a small part of relevant activities.

Given the global nature of the transport market, synergy and cooperation between the

policy makers, stakeholders and the relevant forums and consortia should be

encouraged to cope with the ever-growing demand to support interoperability in the

different fast-evolving, innovative technology domains.

The ITS Directive recognizes that ITS is now mature enough to move from research and

untested theories to the deployment field of realistic business cases.





ASECAP POSITION

ASECAP welcomes the ITS Directive as an important step to the right direction

recognizing that the ITS work programs cannot be the result neither of research

oriented laboratory ideas, nor of close-door discussions in the policy makers

departments. ITS is, more and more, becoming a key tool for the operation of

motorways, fully in the scope of motorway operators and, accordingly, fully supported

by ASECAP.

ASECAP is satisfied that in the future the E. Commission will have the means to work

hard in a cohesive way. It is extremely important that two ITS committees will be

established, a political ITS Committee of 27 member states and an ITS Advisory Group of

high level representatives from relevant ITS sectors. Both ITS committees will be of high

importance in supporting the E. Commission objectives. However the European ITS

Advisory Group should be considered as a structured group where the main

stakeholders will be able to express their vision and serve as the link between the EU

and real-life ITS scenario, in the elaboration of further legislation/or follow-up in the ITS

domain. The two committees must cooperate with the E. Commission in order to

establish the needed bottom up and top down approaches that will provide the needed

inputs to the policy makers. However, in order these committees be able to assist

properly the E. Commission (and the other policy makers) their roles and responsibilities

must be clearly defined.

ASECAP reminds that ITS priorities in the EU states and regions are not harmonized. In

addition, not all the ITS technologies have the same maturity level. It is good that in the

future private and public sectors will cooperate to define a realistic ITS future

considering the deployment side of the political messages, the technology maturity and,

mainly, the proper cost.



Having said the above, ASECAP expresses its readiness to reconsider where necessary

the priority areas already pre-defined politically. Identifying ITS areas of high political

importance is just one side of the coin; the other side of the coin is also needed in order

to see whether the industrial world is ready to produce and help achieve the ITS policy

objectives at a cost that the final user will be able to afford.

ASECAP considers the ITS work program is intended to be a living document which

could and should be always adjusted or updated if deemed necessary. An evaluation

process of the effectiveness of the ITS multi-annual work program will be needed to

allow for possible adjustments.

ASECAP reminds that in the ITS field the different roads in European regions are not the

same. Investments are expensive, the stakes are high and the margins for error are

really small. Untested decisions lead to serious mistakes but the truth is that both

transport market and ITS technology will always be the decisive factors in determining

the winners and the losers. There’s a lot of truth in the old saying, “You need to know

before you start drilling.”

ASECAP underlines that on technical specification there is a self-evident need to

guarantee the backward compatibility of any ITS system, in order to preserve those

huge investments of the past that contribute to making of the TERN a worldwide best-

practice.

ASECAP reminds that, within the obligation of their public service mandate, the toll

road operators satisfy safety and traffic fluidity performance criteria. They have set up a

24/7 safety and traffic management operation. To fulfill their mission, toll road

operators have, over the years, developed and deployed equipments and tools largely

based on new information and communication technologies. Relying mostly on their

own infrastructure database, emergency call network, traffic management centers and
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