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Introduction

EuropeanUnionis on onehandaimingtowardsgreateruniformity in the rules,solutionsandproducts,but
on the other hand,we caneasilyrecognisethat the answersandsolutionsto manyfundamentalproblems
areleft to individualMemberStates.

Thegoalof this presentationis not to exposeright or wrongsolutionsin different countriesbut to convince
responsibleauthorities that the unification of solutions is necessaryto ensuresafe and smooth flow of
traffic, especiallyon the roads that are part of TransEuropeanNetwork. We are convincedthat the
unificationitself will assureoptimal traffic safetyrelatedsolution.

Thefollowing issuesaddressesthree in basiclydifferent fields,but they areall more or lessrelated to road
safety:

·Howto form emergencylanesduringcongestionscausedby traffic accidentsor other unexpectedevents,

·Coloursof reflectiveelementson roadsidedelineatorsor guardrailsand

·Variablemessagesigns.



Emergency lanes

How to form the emergency lane

EUcountrieshavedifferent rulesfor positioningvehiclesin the caseof traffic jamson motorways. In some
countries,vehiclesarepositionedin the emergencylane,but in Sloveniathis isnot permitted.

Drivers in EU countries have different instructions for positioning vehicles in the case of traffic jams. In 
Slovenia, it is not permitted to position the vehicle on the emergency lane, while in Austria and Germany 
this is permitted. Therefore, in Slovenia we strive to determine positioning of vehicles more precisely, with 
legislation. Emergency vehicles, struggling to reach the point of accident using the lane  formed between 
the lines of vehicles in the fast and driving lanes, or using the emergency lane, pose a  great problem. 
Because the instructions for positioning the vehicles are not unified, we are faced with dangerous 
situations and losses in the response and rescue time.



Emergency lanes
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Ashoulder, orhard shoulderis anemergency stopping laneby the vergeof a roador motorway, on the 
right in countries which drive on the right, or on the left side in Japan, the UK, Australia, and other left-side 
driving countries. Many wider U.S. as well as Swedish freewayshave shoulders on both sides of each 
directional carriageway, in the median as well as at the outer edges of the road, for additional safety. 
Shoulders are not intended for use by through traffic, although there are exceptions (see below).

Shoulders have multiple uses, including:

·In the event of an emergency orbreakdown, a drivercan pull into the shoulder to get out of the flow of 
traffic and obtain a greater degree of safety.

·Emergency vehicles such as ambulancesandpolice carsmay use the shoulder to bypasstraffic 
congestions.
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Emergency lanes

If we want the emergency lane to be  wide enough for 
heavy fire-fighter trucks, vehicles should move beyond 
edge lines.

So in Slovenia we first have to update the legislation and 
than start to educate drivers how to stop the vehicle and 
which part of the road is intended for broken down 
vehicles and which for emergency vehicles in case of 
traffic accidents.


