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EDITO

Getting together for a new transport deal

The European Commission has finally presented the urgently needed revised white paper in the
transport sector.

This came to replace the old transport white paper and its previous framework of actions and policy
guidelines which were commonly criticised by both the public and the private sector.

Having been invited to contribute to the revised white paper ASECAP already indicated that in the
modern mobility era an efficient EU transport action plan could be only built in a socio – economic
environment. Putting it simply: “an adequate regulatory transport framework, balanced in an
harmonious way with the free market forces will finally structure a sustainable transport system,
affecting directly and indirectly the environment, the employment, the mobility having thus a
significant impact in the EU GDP growth”.

As a matter of fact, the isolated transport targets and objectives to be pursued have been properly
identified in the last decades and basically remain the same. However, in the modern socio-
economic environment, the new European reality demands for fundamental changes on the basic
economic principles, tools and political strategies in pursuing the above objectives.

In brief we have to move from ambiguity to clarity.

The new “co-modality” vision for a better transport system should be always accompanied by the
relevant and measurable tools of actions, guiding the EU machinery in the decision making process.
Indicating “where to go” is rather easy but the real issue at stake is to decide on “what to do in
order to go where I want to go”.

Time has arrived to give an end to the fragmented concept of what is exactly transport. Transport
safety, transport infrastructure, congestion, free flow are not different issues, but constitute a
common transport entity. Analyses are necessary in order to measure what is the exact product of
the transport market, who is the consumer, who is the producer, who is the investor, who is the
regulator.

Under this approach, both public and private sectors, should co-operate and/or compete at a high
productivity level, producing the needed “transport service” with a high quality and a certain cost.
This transport service should be “offered for consumption” to the mobile European citizen/consumer
at a certain price paid by the citizen, the user–customer.

Following the above analysis becomes evident that there is a need to quantify this “transport
service” which is the new term to be inserted in the EU holistic transport glossary. It needs to be
scientifically defined, economically measured, politically chosen and socially accepted.

When examining the policy orientations and objectives, the European Commission should take into
account the new reality of the 25 members of the enlarged Europe where the increased differences,
diverse realities and varied priorities recommend the adoption of more flexible policies, reflections
and actions. For this reason they should act, according to the given reality and needs, both
increasing the infrastructure supply and, in parallel, managing better the infrastructure demand.
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Given that the infrastructure is the backbone of whatever transport system under preparation it is
now time for the policy makers -in contact with transport stakeholders- to go beyond the simple
identification of objectives.

Let us take up the challenge and start structuring a concrete road map for:

- Building new and more efficient infrastructure;
- Operating infrastructure in a more efficient way;
- Using smart tolling as the tool to manage existing infrastructure and financing new;
- Developing ITS mobility and an ITS better management;
- Providing incentives and promoting Innovative Transport Systems and Transport logistics;
- Developing policies and incentives for Integrated transport logistics;
- Defining a new interactive Intelligent mobility framework structuring an efficient a VII system,

i.e. (vehicle – infrastructure integration), acting thoroughly in the sectors I2I (Infrastructure to
Infrastructure), I2V (Infrastructure to vehicle) and V2V (Vehicle to Vehicle).

ASECAP and its members are ready.

ASECAP NEWS

ASECAP Days 2007
Keep the date in your diary!

**************************

Phase III of the CESARE project successfully achieved in September 2006

CESARE (Common Electronic Fee Collection System for an ASECAP Road Tolling European Service)
is a project set up by ASECAP with the intention of specifying, designing, developing, promoting and
implementing a common interoperable Electronic Fee Collection System on European toll roads.

The third phase of this ambitious project, one of the two interoperability targets in which our
association is committed (with RCI – the Road Charging Interoperability project – dealing with the
technological interoperability of on-board units) began in April 2005 and ended in September this
year.

The XXXV ASECAP Information and Study
Days 2007 will take place on 27-30 May 2007 in
Heraklion (Crete, Greece). The ASECAP Days
will focus on The Revised Transport White Paper
and the role of the Motorways’ management as a
premise for mobility and growth in the future
Europe.
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The work performed in these challenging 18 months by the members of ASECAP and those of the
Stockholm group (Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland and United Kingdom) primarily
focussed on the modifications made to the contractual and organisational set of documents drawn
up in phase II.

The results of this third phase prove that interoperability objectives can be successfully matched
only if the public and the private sector are willing to pursue the same goals towards a genuine and
well-defined cooperation.

These conclusions were presented at the ETC expert group meeting, chaired by the European
Commission, held on November 28 in Brussels. On this occasion, ASECAP and its members were
congratulated for the work performed so far and for their unique role as main interlocutors of the EU
institutions and member States.

More information on the CESARE project

Brochure on CESARE III results

CESARE III final deliverables

ASECAP MEMBERS’ ACTIVITIES

ASFA – Real-time motorway speed limit map

French motorway companies are working to provide motorists with a map of speed limits applying
along France’s 8,233 km motorway network. Full-scale tests have confirmed the feasibility and need
of this innovative project.

A map showing all “permanent” car speed limits (130, 110 or 90 km/h) will first be posted on the
motorway company portal website — www.autoroutes.fr —, to provide motorists with journey
planning assistance before they set out.

Contacts have to be made with suppliers of route-planning service providers to show that this
information could be given along as well as with speed-trap locations. And to supply drivers with in-
vehicle information, the database has to be integrated in various types of on-board navigators,
through a partnership with map providers publishing content updates on CD/DVD.
The system also integrates temporary speed limits, such as speed restrictions involving special road
markings (works, etc.) and speed regulation operations as initiated on the A7, which needs to be
extended to other motorways in coming years. Two companies are currently testing this innovative
project.

Driver information on speed limits is not restricted to motorway companies alone; there are several
other projects following similar lines in France and other European countries (LAVIA and BALI
projects in France, European SpeedAlert programme, etc.). Before being fully operational, this
specific functionality needs more developments and work at a European level.


